Livingston County Special Services Unit
          Eligibility Guidelines for the Determination of Deafness
Name:  _______________________________________________Date:  __________________

FEDERAL DEFINITION

A hearing impairment that is so severe that the child is impaired in processing linguistic information through hearing, with or without amplification, and that adversely affects a child’s educational performance. 

The determination of deafness requires the expertise of professionals from outside the school. LCSSU member districts rely on the services of HILIA to assist with eligibility and programming decisions.  HILIA professionals must be included in any team decision to use this label for eligibility purposes.  School personnel should gather additional information, if needed, to create an effective education plan to enhance the student’s performance and abilities. 

The student would be considered eligible for services under the category of deafness in the collected data and/or evaluation met the following criteria: 

CRITERIA

· Evidence of deafness from audiologist/HILIA. 

· Evidence of educational deficits causally related to deafness.

· The deficits are so severe that the student’s educational needs cannot be met in a regular educational program without special education and related services or the student would risk further educational delay.

DECISION PROCESS 

1.  Has the criteria been substantiated by convergent data? 


Yes 
No 

2.  Has the criteria been measured against identified standards 

      
     and/or benchmarks? 






Yes 
No 

3.  Has the information been obtained from multiple sources? 

Yes 
No 

ALL THREE QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED YES TO

SUPPORT THE TEAM’S ELIGIBILITY DECISION
Decision:  The student meets the criteria under the eligibility category of Deafness.
YES        NO
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